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WHCT-TV, Hartford, Connecticut

For Construction Permit for a New
Television Station to Operate on
Channel 18, Hartford, Connecticut
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)

SHURBERG BROADCASTING OF HARTFORD )
)
)
)
)

MARTIN W. HOFFMAN,
Trustee-in-Bankruptcy for Astroline
Communications Company Limited
Partnership

TO: The Honorable John M. Frysiak
Administrative Law Judge

JOINT RESPONSE TO DISCOVERY REQUESTS OF
SBURBERG BROADCASTING OF HARTFORD

Martin W. Hoffman, Trustee-in-Bankruptcy for Astroline Communications Company

Limited Partnership (the "Trustee"), Two-If-By-Sea Broadcasting, Inc. ("TillS"), and Richard

Ramirez ("Ramirez") (hereinafter the "Respondents" when referred to jointly) hereby submit their

Joint Response to the "Requests for Admissions ofFact," the "Contingent First Set of

Interrogatories," and the "Contingent Request for Production ofDocuments" (the "Motions")

which were propounded to the Trustee, TillS and Ramirez on July 21, 1998, by Shurberg

No. of Copies rec'd OU­
List ABCDE _.~



-2-

Broadcasting ofHartford ("SBH").!£ The pleadings served on each of the Respondents are

identical in nature, and the three Motions are interrelated. Thus, the filing of a Joint Response to

all three Motions will conserve the resources of the parties and the Commission.

(a) The Respondents do not have in their possession and are not
presently aware of any documents which reflect that Astroline
Communications Company Limited Partnership ("ACCLP") (either
directly or through an agent or representative of ACCLP) ever
submitted to the Federal Communications Commission ("the
Commission") a copy of the document entitled "Astroline
Communications Company Limited Partnership Amended and
Restated Limited Partnership Agreement and Certificate"
("December 31, 1985 Agreement") which, by its terms, was
effective December 31, 1985. However, the FCC files appear to be
incomplete.

(b) The Respondents do not have in their possession and are not
presently aware of any documents which reflect that ACCLP (either
directly or through an agent or representative of ACCLP) ever
advised the Commission of the existence of the December 31, 1985
Agreement except that ACCLP advised the Commission of its
ownership structure in a filing received by the Commission on
August 3, 1987.~ However, the FCC files appear to be
incomplete.

(c) The Commission was advised on August 3, 1987 of certain respects
in which the December 31, 1985 Agreement revised the original
ACCLP partnership agreement entered into on May 29, 1984.

(d) On August 3, 1987, ACCLP filed with the Commission ownership
information in lieu of its annual ownership report.

In a telephone conference calion August 5, 1998, the Presiding Administrative Law Judge
granted Respondents an extension of time until August 14, 1998 to respond to SBH's
Motions.

A copy of the August 3, 1987 filing is attached. The Commission's files appear to be
missing this filing and other filings from the 1980s. Respondents are uncertain whether
there were any attachments to the August 3, 1987 filing.
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(e) The Trustee admits that his counsel filed a brief with the United
States Court ofAppeals for the Second Circuit dated November 8,
1996, that included at page 1J the lansuage quoted
in the R.equest for Admission; except as expressly so
admitted, the TNstee refers to his counsel's brieffor
its full and complete text.

'Respectfully submitted, ,

:MAR.TINW. HOFFMAN.
Trustee-in-Banluuptcy
For Astroline Communications
Company Limited Partnership

Wiley, Rein" Fielding
1776 K Street, N.W.
Washinaton. D.C. 20006
(202) 429-3350

By: 1?Lf!.f}'~
Peter D. O'ConneJ]

His Attorney

TWO-IF-BY-SEA
BROADCASTING,INC.

Howard A. Toptl
Its Attorney

By:---:-----------Fleischman and Walab. L.L.P.
1400 16th SU:~~N,W.
Wuhington. D.C. ~Q036
(202) 939.1900

IUCHARD RAMIREZ

F,sh~r Waylud Cooper Leader
and :taragozaL.L.P. '

2001 P~nnJYlvama 'Ave,. ~.W
Suite 400 '
W..~on.D.~. 20006
(202) 6S9·~494 '

',~ ,

P)';--=-=--=--~~~---­
I<athtyn R. Schmeltzer

His Auorney

.;. ,

Dated: August 14, 1998
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(e) ne Tl1II&te BdmitI that his cowsel filed a briefwitb the UDited
Stitel Court ofAppeals for the second Ci:rwh dated November 8,
1~ that ildudad It PIP 11 the languap quoted
in tho llaquest for AdmissiOA; except u mcpreuly so
~ the Ttustae refers to his counselPs brieffor
ita iU1l and completa text.

Respacdb11y $l.lbmitted. ,

MAIlTIN W. HOFFMAN,
TlUDIHn-BaDknlptq
For AItmliaa ComrnuaiQ&tiODS
Company Limited Pannerl1dp

Wiltiy, a.in " Fi.diul
1776 K S1net. N.W.
W~ D,C. 20006
(202) 429-3350

'icilCbm8n aDd WaIIb, L.L.P.
1400 16th SWeet, N.W.
Wubinlton, D.C. 20036
(202) 939-1900

FisherW~ Cooper L.der
ext zaraaoza L.L.P.

2001 Pezmsytvania Ave., N.W.
Suite 400
WasbiDgton, D.C, 20006
(2.02) 659-3494

Dated: August 14, 1991

By: _

P-..D. O-ConneD
HiaAttomey

l"WQ.JF-BY-SBA
BROADCASTING, INC.

By:, I~.J 11. <";.;J
Howard A. Topel

Its AttorDay

By:-~- ........------Katblynll. ScbmeItzer
HilAttomey
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(e) The Trustee admits that his counsel filed a briefwith the United
States Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit dated November 8,
1996, that included at page 11 the language quoted
in the Request for Admission; except as expressly so
admitted, the Trustee refers to his counsel's brief for
its full and complete text.

Respectfully submitted,

MARTIN W. HOFFMAN,
Trustee-in-Bankruptcy
For Astroline Communications
Company Limited Partnership

Wiley, Rein & Fielding
1776 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20006
(202) 429-3350

Fleischman and Walsh, L.L.P.
1400 16th Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036
(202) 939-7900

Fisher Wayland Cooper Leader
and Zaragoza L.L.P.

2001 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W.
Suite 400
Washington, D.C. 20006
(202) 659-3494

Dated: August 14, 1998

By: _

Peter D. O'Connell
His Attorney

TWO-IF-BY-SEA
BROADCASTING, INC.

By: _

Howard A. Topel
Its Attorney

RICHARD RAMIREZ
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(202)861- 1658 August 3, 1987

Mr. William Tricarico
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
Room 222
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr. Tricarico:

Astroline Communications Company Ltd. partnership
(-Astroline-), licensee of WHCT-TV, Hartford, Connecticut, through
counsel, hereby reports the following ownership information in
lieu of filing its official Annual Ownership Report. Astroline is
currently in the process of resolving a number of matters that
have arisen as a result of the recent Court of Appeals Order in
Shurberg v. FCC, No. 84-1600 (D.C. Cir., June 25, 1987) (remanding
case to PCC); the death of Joel A. Gibbs, one of the Limited
Partners of Astroline Company; and an internal reorganization. A
c'omplete Ownership Repor t will be filed as soon as poss ible.

To ensure full disclosure of Astroline's ownership in
the interim period, the ownership structure of Astroline and its
general and limited partners is reported as follows:



'.,-"7 i,. ... '

. BAJ<J~n & HOSTETLER

Mr. William Tricarico
August 3, 1987
Page 2

WHeT Management, Inc,

Herbert A. Sostek

Fred J. Boling, Jr.

Officer or
Directorship

Chairman of Bd./
C.E.O./Director

Pres./Treas./
Chief Operating
Officer/Director

Other
No. of No .--.-9f Broadcast
Shares yotes Interests

200 20% None

200 20% None

Richard H. Gibbs

Randall L. Gibbs

Estate of Joel A. Gibbs

William C. Lance

, hstroline Company

V.P./Director

None

None

Clerk

200

200

200

None

20%

20%

20%

NQne

None

None

None

None

Other
Partnership/ Equity Voting Broadcast

~ Interest Interest Interest Interests

Herbert A. Sostek Gen. Partner/ 1% g.p./ 25% None
Lim. Partner 19% l.p. None

Fred J. Boling, Jr. Gen. Partner/ 1% g.p./ 25% None
Lim. Partner 19% 1.p. None

Richard H. Gibbs Gen. Partner/ 1% g.p./ 25% None
Lim. Partner 19% l.p. None

Randall L. Gibbs Gen. partner/ 1% g.p./ 25% None
Lim. Partner 19% l.p. None

Estate of Lim. Partner 20% l.p. 0% None
Joel A. Gibbs

If there should be any questions concerning this matter,
please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

TAH:bjl



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Margie Sutton Chew, a secretary in the law firm ofFisher Wayland Cooper Leader &
Zaragoza L.L.P., do hereby certify that true copies of the foregoing "JOINT RESPONSE TO
DISCOVERY REQUESTS OF SHURBERG BROADCASTING OF HARTFORD"
was served this 14th day of August, 1998, by first class U.S. mail, to the following:

The Honorable John M. Frysiak*
Administrative Law Judge
Federal Communications Commission
2000 L Street, N.W.
Room 223
Washington, D.C. 20554

James Shook, Esq.*
Enforcement Division
Mass Media Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
2025 M Street, N.W.
Room 8202-F
Washington, D.C. 20554

Harry F. Cole, Esq.
Bechtel & Cole, Chartered
1901 L Street, N.W.
Suite 250
Washington, D.C. 20036

*VIA HAND-DELIVERY


